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Dear Colleague,
Irish Sea Maritime Forum: Biennial Election of Chairperson – Nominations
Nominations are being sought for the position of a Chairperson of the Irish Sea Maritime Forum. 
Nominees should be approached in advance of nominating them to ensure they are prepared to stand for election. Briefing notes on both the Chair’s role and the Forum are attached and the secretariat will be happy to supply any further information to potential nominees to assist with their decision to stand. 

Please note the following information:

· The Chairperson is elected on a biennial basis; the new term of office runs from 1 September 2015 to 31 August 2017
· The person nominated may be from any organisation with an interest in the Irish Sea or may be an individual who has the expertise and time available to fulfil the role
· Once nominated, all proposed/seconded nominees will be contacted and asked if they are willing for their names to be put forward. They will be asked to supply a 1 page synopsis of relevant experience and what they feel they can bring to the Forum and this information will be circulated to members of the Steering Group for consideration

· The election will then take place electronically under a system of one vote per organisation represented on the Steering Group
· For further information about the work of the ISMF please refer to the “About” sections of our website at www.irishseamaritimeforum.org 
If you would like to nominate a person for this position please complete the form below and return it to info@irishmaritimeforum.org no later than Friday 31 July 2015. 

Sue Kidd, Lynne McGowan and Caroline Salthouse
ISMF Secretariat

Nomination Form for Chair of 
Irish Sea Maritime Forum
Please complete below. 
I wish to nominate for the position of Chair of the Irish Sea Maritime Forum 2015-17:

Candidate Name: ………………………………...
(block capitals)

Organisation: …..…..…………………………….
 (block capitals)
Contact email/phone:…………………………………….
Your name ………………………………………….

Your organisation …………………………………..

Contact email/phone:………………………………………
Please return this form, by Friday 31 July 2015. to: info@irishseamaritimeforum.org.uk 

Briefing Note on Chairing the Irish Sea Maritime Forum

The role is for a two-year period. Re-election is possible after that for a further 4 years.
We welcome candidates from any sector, commercial or otherwise, although we would ask that any vested interest is declared.

We are looking for someone who can demonstrate:

· A high profile in the Irish Sea region; able to champion the Irish Sea Maritime Forum and its work regionally, nationally and internationally

· Leadership to drive the strategic direction of the Forum, including the Forum’s Business Plan, and to encourage engagement of other organisations with the Forum

· Commitment to the Forum’s vision and ongoing programme of work

· Willingness to support, guide and discuss relevant issues with the Irish Sea Maritime Forum secretariat on an ad hoc basis as necessary

· The support of their employer for taking on this role and the cost, time and work commitments necessitated by it
Essential attributes
· Able to maintain the Irish Sea Maritime Forum’s neutrality

· Able to operate strategically, and rise above local and sectoral issues

· Dedication to promoting balance in ISMF activities between the 6 Irish Sea jurisdictions

· Able to work collaboratively/ in partnership with other ISMF stakeholders

· Able to work with the ISMF Secretariat
· Knowledge and experience of marine and coastal issues

· Understand/have experience of the role of chair
Responsibilities:
To understand the ISMF objectives and apply as appropriate
· To preside over 3 ISMF Steering Group meetings per annum (NB teleconferencing opportunities always available)
· To liaise with the ISMF Secretariat, in particular prior to meetings to discuss the agenda and recent developments 

· To be available as appropriate to Chair Irish Sea Maritime events (e.g. the biennial conference and other workshops or seminars - perhaps 1 or 2 per annum)
· To be available to represent the Irish Sea Maritime Forum at other events and high-level internal and external meetings as appropriate (perhaps 1 or 2 per annum) 
Funding:

Unfortunately there is no funding in place to support this post, which is undertaken on a voluntary basis and considered as ‘in kind’ support from the Chair’s employer, however if an individual is not affiliated with an organisation we will consider covering the cost of any necessary travel expenses.
www.irishseamaritimeforum.org 
